ernment agencies for protection. This is no accident, for as 
crime and violence are being exploited throughout the me- 
dia, we have let the government step in. They have been more 
than happy to provide us with their solutions because a de- 
pendent, defenseless people is an enslaved people. 

Crime is the number one fear in America today. It's 
growth and hype is being consistently trumped up by the news 
media in an effective effort to gratify the fears of the general 
population, this fear has pervaded the lifestyles of all social 
classes and like clockwork has resulted in the call for more 
police on the streets. The anarchist and other revolutionary 
arguments towards the abolition of police and prison has only 
served to confirm the possibility of the majority of Ameri- 
cans worst nightmares because the police and prison systems 
have been presented as their only alternative to crime. 

Personal protection and tactical self defense training 
as viable alternatives to crime should be taught within the 
community on all levels. Firearms training is only one aspect 
of the whole. People need to understand the concepts of armed 
and unarmed defense, rape prevention, securing a home as 
well as dealing with the legal system. People need to know 
when to use the appropriate level of force, the characteristics 
or a stress situation, dealing with the aftermath and so on. 

A moral and social standard should be set in which 
the hows and whens of self defense are understood through- 
out the community. The act itself, of teaching self defense 
within the community should be looked at as a revolutionary 
means of empowerment. Through self defense, people will 
be given their own means of self determination as well as a 
way to stand up and fight back. This in turn weakens our 
dependence on government agencies for protection and brings 
us one step closer to the realization of our dreams.* 
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Introduction 



Jacksonville and Orlando ABC have been working 
on a book dealing with the tactical use of firearms. Due to 
rising questions and criticism about our focus on this type of 
political activity, we felt it would be a good idea to print a 
draft of what will be the first chapter of the book. 

This is basically a Jax and Orlando collective state- 
ment about our views on the subject of tactical training and 
self defense as a legitimate form of political struggle. The 
key points being dealt with in this statement are the reality of 
right wing groups and their growing sufficiency in this area 
of study; and a look at the relationship between firearms and 
revolution, as well as the general principles of self defense. 




The Revolutionary > 

Politics of Self Defense 

Right wing militia and other racist organizations are 
growing more and more proficient in the knowledge and use 
of tactical combat techniques, while the modern revolution- 
ary movements remain defenseless. The hypothetical ques- 
tion needs to be raised that if a conflict broke out next week, 
would we be ready to defend ourselves? One thing is certain, 
those right wing racist organizations who are presently offer- 
ing tactical training classes legally throughout America would 
be a great many steps ahead of us all. 

The reality of the situation is that tactical combat and 
self defense training is not something that can be mastered in 
a week or even a year. Our training needs to be consistent to 
the point where the drills become as neuromuscular reactions 
(or hence, that we are able to use technique without even think- 
ing about it). This is when proficiency begins and it can take 
a great period of time to even reach this point. The point is 
that these right wing militia and other racist organizations 

have been in serious training 
for a long period of time while 
many of us still see the con- 
cept as being premature. 



...those right wing 

racist organizations 

who are presently 

offering tactical 

training classes 

legally throughout 

America would be a 

great many steps 

ahead of us all... 



Another point is that 
there is a definite and obvious 
relationship that exists be- 
tween firearms and revolu- 
tion. As George Jackson put 
it, "Our history teaches us 
that the successful liberation 
struggle requires an armed 



people, a whole people, actively 
participating in the struggle for 
their liberty!" The fact that there 
has never been a successful revo- 
lution without at least some show 
of force makes, for the serious 
revolutionary, firearms training a 
definite and living reality. 






Firearms training in 
present day revolutionary move- 
ments has often been perceived 
as being premature or as an invitation for police repression. 
Examples are often sighted of MOVE and the Black Panther 
Party. The focus of these organizations was to make a politi- 
cal statement by a show of arms. Patrolling neighborhoods 
and acting as a revolutionary police force differs greatly from 
carrying concealed weapons for personal protection. Not to 
criticize these organizations for their actions, for under the 
right political climate they could serve a valuable purpose; 
however this is not what is meant by our advocation of self 
defense. 



Private ownership of firearms in America for anything 
but hunting or sport (even throughout many revolutionary 
circles) has been stigmatized and made to appear illegitimate 
and illegal. The reality is that in every state it is legal to own 
and use a firearm lethally in defense of a life. For obvious 
reasons this has been portrayed as something that is socially 
unacceptable and illegal. For that and many other reasons 
people have become almost completely dependent on gov- 



